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 Cellamare cried, "M. le Blanc, M. le Blanc, leave that alone;
that is not for you; that is for the Abb£ Dubois" (who was
then present). Then looking at him, he added, "He has been
-a pander all his life, and there are nothing but women's letters
there."
The Abbe Dubois burst out laughing, nob daring to grow
.angry.
When all was examined, the King's seal, and that of the
.ambassador, were put upon all the bureaux and the caskets
which contained papers. The Abb$ Dubois and Le Blanc went
off together to give an account of their proceedings to the Re-
gent, leaving a corripany of musketeers to guard the ambas-
sador and his household.
I heard of the capture effected at Poitiers, at home, the
morning after it occurred, without knowing anything of those
.arrested. As I was at table, a servant came to me from M. le
Due d'Orleans, summoning me to a council of the regency, at
four o'clock that day. As it was not the usual day'for the
council, I asked what was the matter. The messenger was
surprised at my ignorance, and informed me that the Spanish
ambassador was arrested. As soon as I had eaten a morsel, I
quitted my company, and hastened to the Palais Royal, where I
learnt from M. le Due d'Orl&tns all that I have just related.
Our conversation took up time, and, when it was over, I went
away to the Tuileries. I found there astonishment painted
upon several faces; little groups of two, three, and four people
together; and the majority struck by the importance of the
arrest, and little disposed to approve it.
M. le Due d'Orleans arrived shortly after. He had, better
than any man T have ever known, the gift of speech, and with-
out needing any preparation he said exactly what he wanted
to say, neither more nor less; his expressions were just and
precise, a natural grace accompanied them with an air of
proper dignity, always mixed with an air of politeness. He
opened the council with a discourse upon the people and the
papers seized at Poitiers, the latter proving that a very dan-
gerous conspiracy against the State was on the eve of bursting,

